INTERVIEW WITH LAW.                                  65

Some time after, to relate all at once, M. le Due d'OrMans
wished me to see Law in order that he might explain to me his
plans, and asked me to do so as a favour. I represented to him
my unskilfulness in all finance matters; that Law would in
vain speak a language to me of which I understood nothing,
that we should both lose our time very uselessly. I tried to
back out thus, as well as I could. The Regent several times
reverted to the charge, and at last demanded my submission.
Law came then to my house. Though there was much of the
foreigner in his bearing, in his expressions, and in his accent,
he expressed himself in very good terms, with much clearness
and precision. He conversed with me a long while upon his
bank, which, indeed, was an excellent thing in itself but for
another country rather than for France, and with a prince less
easy than the Regent. Law had no other solutions to give
me, of my two objections, than those the Regent himself had
given, which did not satisfy me. But as the affair had passed,
and there was nothing now to do but well direct it, principally
upon that did our conversation turn. I made him feel as much
as I could the importance of not showing such facility, that it
might be abused, with a Regent so good, so easy, so open, so
surrounded. I masked as well as I could what I wished to
make him understand thereupon; and I dwelt especially upon
the necessity of being prepared to satisfy instantly all bearers
of notes, who should demand payment: for upon this depended
the credit or the overthrow of the bank. Law, on going out,
begged me to permit him to come sometimes and talk with
me; we separated mutually satisfied, at which the Regent was
still more so.

Law came several other times to my house, and showed much
desire to grow intimate with me. I kept to civilities, because
finance entered not into my head, and I regarded as lost time
all these conversations. Some time after, the Regent, who
spoke to me tolerably often of Law with great prepossession,
said that he had to ask of me, nay to demand of rne, a favour;
it was, to receive a visit from Law regularly every week. I
represented to him the perfect inutility of these conversations,
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